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INTRODUCTION
This book is about the necessary and positive element of
obedience in the relationship between people and God. It presents
obedience as vital, joyous and encouraging in the context of being
mandatory for spiritual life and growth.

The book gives a fresh perspective on obedience. The
legalistic thoughts and drudgery that obedience brings into our
minds and experiences with God are erased. A negative view of
God can be transformed by understanding obedience as He
expects it. A new and positive perspective of God and our
relationship with Him will lead us into the richest blessings of
obedience.

The first part of this book is a lesson on the proper
perspective of obedience. Understanding obedience is an
important foundation for the remaining chapters and for life.

The initial presence of obedience and the back-ground for
obedience today are presented in the book. Obedience is shown as
omnipresent from creation through the Old Testament.

Obedience today includes a discussion of the Holy Spirit. The
transition from Old Testament obedience to present day obedience

begins with the prophecy of the New Covenant. The partial



fulfillment of this prophecy has been experienced since the gift of
the indwelling Spirit at Pentecost. God has given a better way to
obey by putting His law and the Holy Spirit within His people.

Obedience and Jesus are discussed in the book. The
obedience of Jesus is presented to see His example for us.
Obedience to Jesus as Lord is the focus that enriches our
relationship to Him.

Some applications of the new obedience are included. The
contexts of the church, the family, the work place, the world and
our relationship to each one is affected by obedience.

After discussing some of the effects of disobedience, the
book concludes with directions to be obedient. Practical helps to
experience and to enjoy obedience leave the readers with more
than information. There is a guide to follow for experiencing the
Holy Spirit and obedience in your life.

It is essential to remember that obedience is always
present in the relationship between God and humans. Although
His people cannot obey on their own, Jesus lives within them by

His Spirit, giving them the desire and ability to obey Him as Lord.
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CHAPTER 1

UNDERSTANDING OBEDIENCE
Insight-
This chapter defines obedience and lays a foundation for the rest of
the book. The concepts and nature of obedience are shared. The
necessity and freshness of this view of obedience is presented here.
Relation-ship to God with the Holy Spirit's help is emphasized
instead of legalism.

The phone rang and woke Gary from a deep sleep. In an
attempt to answer it, he discovered that both of his arms were numb
and asleep from laying on them. He struggled out of bed and ran to
the phone with his arms uncontrollably flopping at his sides. He was
not able to move his limbs, so he stared at the phone until it stopped
ringing. Then he went back to bed and fell asleep.

This true-life scenario is a picture of our inability to obey
God. We may be present and have all of the potential to obey, but we
stand numbly beside our call from God waiting for help. By the
grace of God (His grace personified in the Holy Spirit) we can
joyously obey God.

We seldom realize the presence and power of the Holy Spirit
to help us obey God each moment. Many Christians turn away from
God's messages or try to answer them in their own power. They end
up going back to their beds of ignorance, frustration and helplessness

and never enjoy the blessings of obedience.



Obedience is the positive response of a person to God when
the indwelling Holy Spirit compels him to live out God's message. It
is the reality of the presence and leading of God in your life.
Obedience is the joyous experience of knowing the Holy Spirit is in
you, and you are in a personal relationship with God.

The key word for understanding obedience is response.
God's message comes to an individual and there is a negative
response (disobedience) or a positive response by the Holy Spirit
(obedience). God's way is to bless obedience and to punish
disobedience.

Obedience usually brings to mind negative thoughts and
experiences. Obeying God is viewed in terms like the law, thou shalt
not, rules, failure and guilt. The purpose of obedience is to enrich our
relationship with God. The place of obedience is not to highlight our
failures, but to glorify God (I Cor.10:31).

It is very simple. God began a good work of salvation in
you, and He will carry it to completion. It is God working in you to
desire and to do what pleases Him (Phil. 1:6, 2:13). We are chosen of
God and set apart by the Spirit for obedience (I Peter 1:2). God
shares a message with us, and the Holy Spirit helps us to listen and to
respond in obedience.

Obedience is present when we enter into a personal
relationship with God by the Holy Spirit. It remains a necessary part

of our life with the help of the Spirit. No one can save themselves,



nor obey God on their own, since both are acts of grace (Eph. 2:8-
10). We are by nature children of disobedience (Eph. 2:2,3). There is
no good thing alive in our flesh (Rom. 7:18). We can do nothing
apart from Jesus (John 15:5). God has provided a spiritual birth and
life. He has made a better way than ever before to obey Him.

This way of obedience has come into my life after several
years of research and life. It continues to be a daily growth process.
Growing in Christ is my heart's desire as it is for other believers.
Although some believers have become complacent, I do not know a
single saint who desires a static relationship with Jesus Christ.
People of God are hungering to know God in a greater way. Children
of God are searching for a growth of faith. They are wanting to
realize the Lordship of Jesus Christ. Christians are longing to be
filled with the Holy Spirit. They are desiring to be aware of the
continuous presence of God. The great joy in the Christian life is to
realize that you are living, moving, growing and maturing in the
Lord and you know that He is using you to fulfill His eternal
purposes. The key to all of this is obedience.

Another facet of obedience to help our understanding is the
progressive nature of obedience. When we obey God in what we
know He wants of us, then the intensity of His demands will be
increased. Abraham is a good example of obedience to the

increasingly intense demands of God.



Genesis 12 records God's call to Abraham (then Abram).
The initial command to Abraham involved leaving Haran with his
family (Gen. 12:1-5). God's demand for obedience intensified when
Abraham was required to oust Ishmael (his son through Hagar) from
his household (Gen. 21:9-11). God intensified His command by
telling Abraham to sacrifice his son of promise, Isaac (Gen. 22:1-14).
Facing the trauma of placing his only son on the altar, Abraham
obeyed God (positively responded to Him).

If Abraham had been tested with the sacrifice of Isaac while
he was yet Abram, he may never have taken the trip to the mountain.
Because of his previous obedience, he was willing to slay his own
son at God's command. The progressive nature of obedience is seen
in Abraham's life in the increased intensity from Haran to offering
Isaac on the altar. The quantity and quality of Abraham's faith also
increased with each degree of the intensity of God's commands. Faith
and obedience are inseparable.

The inseparability of faith and obedience is
another basic understanding exemplified in Abraham. James uses
Abraham as one example of his teaching that "faith without works is
dead" (James 2:14-26). The mix of faith and works are present in
Abraham's justification, the perfection of his faith, and his
righteousness according to James. He is not contradicting salvation
by grace through faith. James is simply saying that faith and works

are inseparable.
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The intimacy of faith and obedience is reinforced in other
examples and teachings. The Hebrew and Greek definitions of
obedience mean to hear and to respond, (N.T. Greek-hupakouo, O.T.
He-brew-shama) a message that is lost in the English term.' N.T.
Greek concepts peitho (obedience) and pisteuo (belief or faith) are
related etymologically.” Peitho is the primitive verb from which we
get pisteuo.’ Faith is derived from obedience. The two concepts are
used and interpreted interchangeably in the N.T. because faith and
obedience are inseparable.

Paul wrote about his faith/obedience in Romans 1:5 and
16:26 with his phrase, "to the obedience of faith". Opening and
closing his letter with the same line was Paul's way of showing the
intimacy of faith and obedience. "Faith and obedience are one action.
Faith has to be proved by obedience."*

Abraham exhibited this faith/ obedience. He set the example
for us as our spiritual father of faith. "As in the case of Abraham,
faithfulness must be maintained especially in temptation.
Faithfulness is also obedience... In the Rabbinical writings to believe
in God and to obey God are equivalent in meaning...".” The tragedy
1s that the Old Testament teaching continued in the New Testament

has been lost in the shuffle and seldom emphasized in our day.
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CHAPTER I

THE GENESIS OF OBEDIENCE
Insight-
This chapter points to the omnipresence of obedience from creation.
God spoke and nothingness obeyed Him. He established relationship
with Adam and Eve with the element of obedience. Other O.T.
examples show the prevalence of obedience in the Bible; and they
help us to understand its genesis and development.

I was only asked to baby-sit one time in all of my high
school years. A last minute cancellation compelled by basketball
coach to call me. I knew his two preschoolers from church, and I
sensed their need of the moment, so I grabbed my accounting
homework and went to their house.

The evening went well with only one exception. The little
boy saw that my calculator was just like theirs. He left the room to
get their calculator, so I could see that they were identical. When he
came back carrying their calculator, he said, "This thing won't work."
He handed it to me and I noticed two obvious facts. The two
calculators were the very same model in detail. Their calculator was
dripping wet because it was dirty and he washed it.

Life without obedience does not exist apart from God. Life
does not work without the presence of obedience. Without obedience

there would be no creation only a Creator. If there were no creation,
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then there would be nothing that has transpired or existed after
creation. No one would fall in sin or need redeemed. I would not be
here to write this book, and you would not be here to read it. We
need to understand how vital, essential, and foundational obedience
is in existence, in relationship, and in life. We need to grasp the
genesis of obedience.

In the beginning, God alone existed in darkness void of any
other form of life or matter. God said, "Let there be..." and
nothingness obeyed His voice and became substance-light, water,
land, plants and animals. All creation except mankind was brought
into existence in response to the command of God. In six days the

panorama of the created world was spoken into existence by God.

By the word of the Lord the heavens were made,
And all the host of them by the breath of His mouth.
He gathers the waters of the sea together as a heap;
He lays up the deep in storehouses.

Let all the earth fear the Lord;

Let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of
Him.

For He spoke, and it was done;

He commanded, and it stood fast. (Ps. 33:6-9) NKJ

Human beings are the only creation of God that have not
come into existence by the spoken word (Gen. 2:7). God has
demanded obedience from mankind from the very beginning like the

rest of creation.
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Even though God placed Adam and Eve into a perfect
environment, He still expected them to re-member that He was the
Creator and they were His creatures. Adam and Eve were not exempt
from God's requirement of obedience. God commanded, "Of every
tree of the garden you may freely eat; but of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you
eat of it you shall surely die (Gen. 2:16, 17)."

The third chapter of Genesis records the time that Adam and
Eve disobeyed the Lord's command. Their act of disobedience ousted
them from the Garden of Eden and severed the close communion
they had with their Father. Their moment of disobedience was also
the avenue through which sin came into the lives of all mankind.
"Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death
through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned
(Rom. 5:12)." One act of disobedience by one man, one sin, brought
sin upon all men "for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God (Rom. 3:23)."

All of the sin and chaos that exists in the world today
through the lives of all the earth's inhabitants is present because of
the sin of one man. Adam's sin made possible our becoming "...the
sons of disobedience; among whom also we all once conducted
ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh
and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the

others (Eph. 2:2b, 3 NKJ)." We are sinners by our nature and by our
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transgressions. Our disobedience affects our lives and the lives of
those around us. God did not tolerate one sin by Adam, and
consequently, every individual throughout the existence of mankind
is affected by that one sin.

Except for Jesus, disobedience is evident in every human
life. The first example was Adam and Eve eating the forbidden fruit.
Eating the produce of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil was
a decision that led to a choice between right and wrong. Obedience
meant continued life in the perfect atmosphere of the Garden of
Eden. Disobedience meant that sin and death would become
elements which mankind would battle with until they entered
heaven.

The genesis of obedience does not end with the creation
story of the disobedience of Adam and Eve. The issue of obedience
or disobedience is always present in the interactions between God
and man. The Old Testament is filled with stories of man in
relationship with God. A multitude of examples can be shared to
understand obedience in the past and to lead us in a contemporary
comprehension of obedience to God.

Noabh is a prime example of the obedient child of God. Three
outstanding facets of Noah's relationship with God are the grace of
God (Gen. 6:8), his walk with God (Gen. 6:9), and his obedience to
every command of God (Gen. 6:22, 7:5). God's grace and our

personal relationship with Him make possible our obedience to His
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commands. This is why Noah was able to accomplish the
phenomenal task of the ark. Noah was in the same situation as Adam
and Eve. He could obey God and be blessed, or he could disobey
God and be judged. The dimensions of the ark, the time and labor
demands, and the mockery of the world could have caused Noah to
question and reject God's command, but he simply took God at His
word. Noah had a mature faith; no questions, just the positive
response of obedience, even when he may have had apprehension,
anxiety, doubt or depression.

Other familiar O.T. characters help us to understand the
beginning and development of obedience. Abraham, Joseph, Moses,
Joshua and Caleb, Esther, Job, Daniel and other prophets call to
mind great people and events of faith and obedience. In all of these
lives and numerous other O.T. people, the element of obedience is
always present and a crucial factor in God's relationship with man.
God teaches us new things about obedience and rein-forces His
foundational truths about it in each encounter.

The less familiar story of Saul in I Samuel 15 is another
exceptional example. God ordered Saul to "utterly destroy” the
Amalekites and all of their possessions (I Sam. 15:3). King Saul and
Israel's army killed all of the Amalekites except King Agag, and they
kept the best livestock for sacrifices to God (I Sam. 15:9, 20, 21).
Saul was convinced that he had obeyed God until the prophet Samuel

confronted him with the truth.
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"Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and
sacrifices, As in obeying the voice of the Lord?
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, And to heed
than the fat of rams.

For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft,

And stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry.
Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, He
also has rejected you from being king (I Sam. 15:22,
23)." NKJ

Obedience to God is greater than any work we can do that
He has not requested in the moment. We usually think of the Old
Testament sacrifices as the ultimate expression of worship to
Jehovah God. It was honorable of Saul to save the best animals as
sacrifices to God, but sacrifice was not God's order on that occasion.
God wanted total obedience, not an act of worship or a work of
righteousness. Because of Saul's disobedience, he was rejected from
being king and the throne went to David.

The principle of obedience in this story is found throughout
the entire Bible: God desires obedient children more than busy,
zealous, independent offspring who do what seems best, rather than
what He commands at the moment. God wants us to do what He tells
us to do --- right now. Obeying a general command (i.e. pray,
witness) can be an act of disobedience, if God is calling you (by His
Spirit) to do another specific task (i.e. visit someone, call an

individual, send a card, etc.).

17



God and man exist and therefore, obedience is always a
present requirement. In the beginning, Adam and Eve failed the test
of obedience. We are faced with the task of obeying God in the midst
of sin and corruption like Noah, not in the environment of Eden.
Reflecting on our own unfaithfulness to God, none of us can blame
Adam and Eve. Even if you and I were the first two people God
made, sin still would have entered the world because of

disobedience.
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CHAPTER III

OBEDIENCE AND THE SPIRIT TODAY
Insight-
This chapter shows the better way of obedience for believers today.
The prophecy and partial fulfillment of the New Covenant are
shared. Obedience in salvation/spiritual birth is seen in the
inseparability of faith/belief and obedience. The continuing minis-try
of the Spirit is presented too. The Holy Spirit is God's grace
personified within the believer.

I put Evan into his car seat and securely fastened the belt. I
hopped into the driver's seat and secured my own seat belt. Evan
began our travel conversation by saying, "Remember dad. Don't
drink and drive."

I do not drink alcohol. Neither do I drink and drive. My three
year old son's words inspired me not to start the habit. More than his
words, the love in my heart for him compel me to abstain from
drinking and driving.

Obedience today involves the indwelling Holy Spirit. He
lives in us and gives us the desire and power to obey God. No longer
is the command to obey an external influence, but an inner
compelling of the Holy Spirit.

The New Covenant is the best way to understand the

transition from Old Testament obedience to obedience today. The
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demand of obedience is constant, but the way of obeying God has
changed in our favor.

The New Covenant is not some recent discovery or
emphasis, but it is a prophecy of God by Jeremiah (31:31-34). It is
quoted entirely in Hebrews 8:8-12. It is mentioned by other O.T.
prophets, foretold by Jesus, and lived-out in the lives of N.T.
believers. The word "covenant" is interchanged with the word
"testament" in the Bible, but the Old Covenant is not the Old
Testament, and the New Covenant is not the New Testament. Paul
teaches that the Old Covenant is a matter of letter and the New
Covenant is a matter of Spirit (Rom. 7:6; II Cor. 3:3, 6). Our God is
Spirit (Jn. 4:24). He exists as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Jesus'
teachings are spirit and life (Jn. 6:63).

The O.T. contains prophecies concerning the New Covenant.
Jeremiah 31:31-34 is a key passage. Yahweh realized that human
weakness caused the failure of the Old Covenant. He could "either
reduce His demands until they are within the range of human powers
or else He must change the heart of men."® Rather than lower His
standards, Yahweh chose to change the human heart. The Lord says
(Jer. 31:33), "I will put My law in their minds, and write it on their
hearts." This characteristic of the New Covenant points to the
element of internal obedience. "There could be no obedience and no
recognition of Yahweh's sovereignty as long as the covenant was

externalized. It needed to touch the life deeply and inwardly in mind
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and will."” Yahweh was not giving a new law, but He was making a
new way to obey His existing law by initiating a New Covenant.

The New Covenant is a spiritual covenant. The inability of
mankind to keep the old covenant was a "spiritual dilemma."® The
weakness of the law was in the human being who was supposed to
obey God's law (Rom. 8:3). This is why the New Covenant could not
be just another letter or law, but a "law of the Spirit (Rom. 8:2)."
There is a definite difference in the basic structure of the Old and
New Covenant. It is a matter of the Spirit. In the Old Covenant, the
people of God tried to obey Him by striving to keep the law
engraved in stone. In the New Covenant, the Spirit of God enables
the child of God to obey Him by the law written upon the heart. The
Spirit empowers the believer to obey God by His indwelling
presence.

This inner abiding of God the Holy Spirit (which is the
essence of the New Covenant) is found in other Old Testament
prophecy, in the words of Jesus, and throughout the New Testament.
Two additional prophecies from the Old Testament which speak of
the New Covenant are Ezekiel 36:25-28 and Joel 2:28-32. The
passage in Ezekiel runs parallel with Jeremiah 31:31-34. Ezekiel
speaks of a new heart, a new spirit, and placing His Spirit within His
children, enabling them to walk in obedience. The indwelling
presence of the Spirit of God is both relational and substantial.

Obedience is possible and joyful because of God's Spirit.
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The other prophecy mentioned from the Old Testament is
Joel 2:28-32. 1t speaks of the future time when God would give His
Spirit to the believer in a new way. Mankind had never before
experienced the inner abiding residence of the Holy Spirit within
each person of God. Peter acknowledged this unique reception of
God's Spirit during the festival of Pentecost (Acts 2:16).

Jesus, the initiator of the New Covenant, also told about the
giving of the Spirit in a new way. Three highlights of Jesus' prophecy
concerning the Spirit are found in the Gospel of John. John 7:39 tells
us that those who believe on Jesus would receive the Holy Spirit
sometime after Jesus was glorified. John 14:15-18 and verse 26
speak of the future sending of the Spirit by the Father. Jesus told the
disciples that they would recognize the Spirit "for he dwells with
you, and will be in you." John 16:7-14 speaks of the future coming
of the Spirit, and the necessity for Jesus to return to God the Father
so the Spirit would come in the indwelling New Covenant way. Acts
1:1-8 includes the prophetic words of Jesus to wait for the promised
giving of the Holy Spirit which was received by believers at
Pentecost, by those who repent (Acts 2:38), or by those who obey
(Acts 5:32).

The New Testament has numerous references to the
indwelling Spirit of the New Covenant. Ro-mans 8:1-16 includes
many truths about the indwelling Spirit in the life of the believer. For

example, it is impossible to be a child of God without the indwelling
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Spirit (Romans 8:9). Also, Romans 8:16 says that the indwelling
Spirit tells our spirit that we are God's children.

Paul posed the question of knowing the presence of the
Spirit in the believer two times in I Corinthians (3:16; 6:19). Also, I
Corinthians 2:10-16 tells how believers can know God deeply and
have His mind because the Spirit within them reveals His thoughts to
them.

Galatians 3:2 and 4:6 point to the giving of God's Spirit and
the reception of that Spirit by believers. Galatians 4:21-31 speak of
Abraham's two sons allegorically as the two covenants. Ishmael was
a son exemplifying the Sinai law of bondage and flesh, and Isaac was
a son of freedom and promise as are the ones born of the Spirit.

In Ephesians 1:13, 14 Paul speaks of believers being sealed
with God's promised Spirit as the "arrabon" or down payment that
secures the believer's eternal inheritance. The church in Thessalonica
1s reminded that God has given His Spirit (I Thess. 4:8).

I John 3:24, and 4:4,13 speak of God's dwelling in believers
and they in Him by His Spirit. There are numerous other references
supporting the inner presence of the Spirit which is the culmination
of the promise of the New Covenant.

The New Covenant is open to anyone who believes and
receives Jesus Christ as Lord. The promise of the New Covenant is
essentially the indwelling Spirit, and the additional benefits of this

covenant are sins being forgiven, deep communion with the Father,
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and special knowledge of God. These spiritual blessings are only for
God's people. Modern man can only hope to enjoy the privileges of
the New Covenant by being "born of the Spirit (John 3:8)." The
Spiritual birth is the transaction of grace and faith through which the
Spirit comes to dwell within the new believer. The indwelling Spirit
assures the believer of the gift of eternal life.

In addition to this inner assurance, there is the
encouragement that God will enable His children to live according to
His ways. Whether the believer is wrestling with the flesh, weary
from traveling down the path of life, or caught in turmoil or distress,
he or she can be victorious by the power of God's presence within
their hearts. As Paul encouraged the church at Ephesus, "...to be
strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man, that
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith (Eph. 3:16, 17)." The
Spirit within enables today's believer to live unto God in a way that
was impossible under the Old Covenant.

"True religion is... attainable, not by any outward
conformity, but only in a spirit and a life. This is nothing less than
the perfect incarnation of the Spirit of God in the very being of
man."’ The Holy Spirit is God's grace personified within the

believer.
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CHAPTER IV
OBEDIENCE AND THE LORD JESUS

Insight-

Obedience and Jesus are presented in a two-fold emphasis. Jesus'
personal obedience is discussed for an example to us. Our obedience
to Jesus as Lord is a second main emphasis.

The indwelling Spirit of the New Covenant and obedience
are understood in light of the Lordship of Jesus Christ. Jesus as Lord
is the vital key to knowing and living out the central element of obe-
dience.

Remember, "Jesus Christ is Lord (Phil 2:11)." Recall "the
Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty
(II Cor. 3:17)." The Spirit (who indwells believers and gives them
the desire and power to obey God) and the Lord are One. It is when
we approach, receive, and live for Jesus as Lord that the spirit gives
us those right desires and empowers us to be like Jesus. He makes us
like Jesus.

"Now when a person becomes a Christian, he openly
acknowledges that Jesus is his Lord. And if he really enthrones
Christ, then he gladly submits to His authority. Obedience is a

foregone conclusion. If a person says to Jesus, "You are Lord!" that
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settles the question. Those who continue to keep His commandments
are the ones who are really knowing God and assured of it.""’

The theology of the Church has become reversed. A person
1s usually challenged to receive Jesus as Savior and then told He will
eventually become their Lord as they surrender to Him. The Bible
says that Jesus is Lord, He exists as Lord, He does not become what
He already is --- Lord. Savior is only one facet of Jesus' existence as
Lord. But, the Church repeatedly emphasizes Jesus as Savior rather
than Lord. The New testament records Jesus as Savior 24 times and
as Lord more than 700 times.'' Whether we look at the person of the
Father, Son, or Holy Spirit, we will find Him (God) as Lord.

All but three books of the Old Testament refer to God or
Yahweh as Lord (Esther, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon), and all but
two books of the New Testament refer to the triune God as Lord (I
and III John).'? God has always been Lord, and when He interacts or
establishes relationship with a person it always necessitates
obedience. A poor understanding and realization of the Lordship of
Jesus Christ will impair our vision in seeing the centrality of
obedience.

Stressing Jesus as Lord emphasizes the element of servitude.
Modern mankind does not find service to be a favorable aspect of
Christianity. "Lord doesn't mean today what it meant when Jesus was
here. Back then it meant the maximum authority, the first one, the

nl3

one above everything else, the owner of all creation." ~ Jesus claimed
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all power and authority on earth and in heaven prior to pro-claiming
the "Great Commission”" (Mt. 28:18-20). Most Christians would
rather think of themselves as God's friends or children rather than
His servants.

Jesus talked about believers being His servants and His
friends. Servanthood is naturally understood when we realize that
Jesus is Lord, and we have entered into a personal relationship with
Him. Servants are in a relationship with their master primarily bound
by obedience. Jesus said, "You are My friends if you do whatever I
command you (Jn. 15:14)." This verse really needs no interpretation.
Friendship with Christ is conditional and depends on our obedience.
This sounds very similar to the teachings on being a servant. Jesus
clarifies His message concerning servanthood and friendship. "No
longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know what his
master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I
heard from My Father I have made known to you (Jn 15:15)." Jesus
called His listeners friends because of revelation too. He told them
everything God had shared with Him.

Jesus is showing a new facet of His relationship with
individuals based on obedience and revelation which He calls
friendship. He is not dismissing the responsibilities and title of
servant and replacing it with friend, for a few moments later He said,
"Remember the word that I said unto you, A servant is not greater

than his lord (Jn. 15:20a)."
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We would prefer to be recognized as sons or daughters of
God rather than servants. Servanthood is not as appealing as being
born or adopted into God's family. To be a servant without rights, to-
tally sold out to a Master does not sound as pleasant as being a child
who has been placed into the family of God. Sonship does not
deliver us from obedience.

Jesus Christ is seen in the Bible as a son and as a servant. He
exemplifies the element of obedience perfectly in His teachings and
His life in both roles. The aim of this text is be summed up in the
person and life of Jesus.

The obedience of Jesus as a servant is seen in the powerful

words from Paul to the church at Philippi when he exhorted them:

Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ
Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not
consider it robbery to be equal with God,

but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form
of a servant, and coming in the likeness of men. And
being found in appearance as a man, He humbled
Himself and became obedient to the point of death,
even the death of the cross (Phil. 2:5-8).

Jesus, the Son of God, was a totally obedient servant, even to
the extreme of dying on the cross as a common criminal. Because of
this perfect obedience God the Father calls Jesus by the greatest of

all names --- Lord (Phil. 2:9-11). The name Lord lets everyone know
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that He is to be obeyed. His life shows His followers that obedience
1s essential.

The Sonship of Jesus also magnifies obedience. It gives us
the same message as His servanthood. The Hebrew writer declares,
"though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which
He suffered. And having been perfected, He became the author of
eternal salvation to all who obey Him" (Heb. 5:8, 9). Jesus'
obedience as a son taught Him to be obedient through the sufferings
of the cross. His perfect obedience shows that He is the author of
everlasting life. The story of eternal life was written by the
obedience of Jesus. He is the personal author of salvation of
everyone who obeys Him. The essence of Jesus' obedience is restated
and clearly seen in His Sonship.

The message of obedience is the key to our relationship with
the Lord Jesus. Servanthood, childhood (son or daughter of God),
and friendship are all under obedience. Considering ourselves as
children or friends of God rather than servants does not cancel the
demand of obedience. Whatever title we cling to as Christians never
alters our responsibility to obey Him. Either Jesus is Lord of all, or
He is not Lord at all.

Jesus' teachings proclaim the same truths in His life as
servant and son. Jesus asked, "But why do you call Me 'Lord, Lord,’
and do not do the things which I say? (Luke 6:46). Jesus said, "Not

everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of
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heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven (Mt. 7:21)."
Jesus taught, "he who is greatest among you shall be your servant"
(Mt. 23:11). After washing the disciples' feet, Jesus gave them the

following instruction:

You call Me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for
so I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have
washed your feet, you also ought to wash one
another's feet. For I have given you an example, that
you should do as I have done to you. Most

assuredly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than
his master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who
sent him. If you know these things, happy are you if
you do them (John 13:13-17)

An old hymn says: "Trust and obey, for there's no other way
to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey."* Obedience in the
Christian life needs to be understood more clearly, emphasized more
intensely, and enjoyed more fully. The condensed form is Jesus is
Lord. Because of who He is and His perfect obedience, we know His

primary concern for us is obedience.
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CHAPTER V
OBEDIENCE AND THE BIBLE

Insight-

The Bible is the standard for obedience to God. The Word of God is
not violated by the Spirit's guidance. The commands in the Scripture
are spirit and life to produce life. The Bible is to be obeyed.

The other day I heard the story of a young child who was
afraid of the dark. He didn't want to go upstairs to bed because of his
fear of the unlighted passage. His parents thought they had totally
comforted their child by reminding him, "God is in the dark." The
parents realized their son's fear remained when they overheard him
speak to God. He said, "God, I know that You are in the dark with
me, but please don't say anything, if You do, I'll jump right out of my
skin!"

Usually, Christians want God to speak to them. Maybe not in
the darkness of a room, but we want to hear from Him in a clear way.
We want God to speak to us through the Bible, or in that "still small
voice". God has always been communicating to man. We haven't

always been listening and obeying Him. Why should He speak to us
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or reveal more to us in His Word, if we have not obeyed Him in what
we know He wants of us?

Noah, Abraham, Moses and others responded obediently to
God's Word which they received from Him directly and audibly.
Moses brought the people God's Word in the Ten Commandments.
God spoke through His Son Jesus the Living Word (Heb. 1:1). Jesus
gave requirements which He desired men to obey. Several times in
the Sermon on the Mount Jesus proclaimed, "You have heard that it
was said...But I say to you..." Jesus also said that the person who
knows and keeps His commandments loves Him (Jn. 14:21-24).

The Bible as the Word of God expresses the desires of God
to be positively responded to by the reader or listener. It contains the
stories of old, the teachings of Jesus, and the revealed truth from the
Holy Spirit as He inspired men. The Bible shows human obedience
and disobedience from Genesis to Revelation. God expects a positive
reaction from the one who reads the Bible. The Word of God is the
standard of obedience for mankind. Man will respond to God's Word
negatively or positively because response is inherent in humans.

"Man as a being is determined by the Word, receptive of the
Word, and can be addressed by the Word. Therefore he is also a
being that is destined to obedience to God's Word. Obedience to
God's Word, in doctrine and in life, does not take place in a vacuum,
but in concrete circumstances. Since circumstances vary...the

configuration of obedience will also vary, but never obedience itself,
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which is always given its norm by the Word...only the Holy
Scriptures can --- as a matter of fundamental principle --- be
accepted as a norm for obedience...""” The Bible is written for
response from man, and man is created to respond to God's Word.
The Bible itself tells us about its source, its nature, and its
purpose. Think deeply about the message of obedience as you read

the familiar passage of II Timothy 3:16,17.

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God
may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every
good work.

The entire Bible was so inspired by God that every part of it
addresses man and challenges him to respond in thought and life.
This is an elementary truth that many have heard from childhood.
We have our children memorize Psalm 119:11, "Your Word I have
hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against You." Hebrews 4:12
is another reminder of the way the Bible confronts us as people of re-

sponse.

For the word of God is living and powerful, and
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to
the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and
intents of the heart.
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Can you read the Bible and not sense in your
heart and soul that it is written to you and you must respond?

We need help to understand and to respond to God's
teaching. This is where the Holy Spirit's ministry aids us in the area
of the Bible and obedience. Paul wrote of "the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God (Eph. 6:17)." The Holy Spirit of truth will
address you with the Word of truth. The Spirit will not lead you in a
way that contradicts the Bible. He will not be inconsistent with His
teachings in the Scriptures. He has inspired the Bible and its writers,
"for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God
spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit (II Peter 1:21)."

The Holy Spirit is our teacher too. Jesus taught His followers
that the Holy Spirit "will teach you all things, and bring to your
remembrance all things that I said to you (Jn. 14:26)." John wrote

about the indwelling Spirit:

But the anointing which you have received from
Him abides in, and you do not need that anyone
teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you
concerning all things, and is true, and is not a he, and
just as it has taught you, you will abide in Him

(IIn. 2:27).

The Holy Spirit teaches us the Bible for our personal
understanding. Then He confronts us with the truth of the Word. The

Spirit gives us a desire to respond positively to the message of the
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Bible (obedience), or He allows us to respond negatively or not at all
(disobedience). He will be our teacher and enabler concerning
obedience and the Bible, if we will yield to His instruction and
prompting toward a positive response.

Obedience to God's Word must become a reality in our
convictions and our actions. Already in the first century Peter raised
the question: "For the time has come for judgment to begin at the
house of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the end of
those who do not obey the gospel of God (I Peter 4:17)?" Those who
obey the word of God are the ones who compose the house of

God --- the Church. The gospel is to be obeyed.
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CHAPTER VI
OBEDIENCE AND THE CHURCH

Insight -

Personal and corporate obedience in the church are interrelated.
Personal obedience or disobedience affects the rest of the body of
Christ, and corporate obedience or disobedience affects the
individual Christian. Many members composing the one body of
Christ requires personal and collective responses of obedience.

The storm raged outside of our house. The wind violently
whipped the trees. I determined we should get under our house in the
crawl space. The carport wall would provide a windbreak for us to
reach the outside entrance.

We bundled up the children. We carried them quickly to the
shelter with the tornado siren blaring in our ears. Under the house,
Megan's cries resounded until that special moment. We put the bottle
in her mouth and let her finish her formula supper. Megan was
unaware of the storm, the danger, the dark, the dust, and her
drenched daddy. She just wanted to finish eating her liquid meal.

Infant innocence can be a wonderful blessing. Being
unaware can be a mixed blessing. An uncertainty of our spiritual

state and our affects on other believers can be a curse.
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Personal obedience/disobedience affects the church, and
corporate obedience/disobedience affects the individual believer. If
we ever doubt that our obedience or disobedience affects others, re-
member the one sin of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden.

I Corinthians 12 is a great chapter in the Bible. Verses 1-11
tell of one Holy Spirit who gives spiritual gifts to every believer. The
gifts may vary from Christian to Christian, but the same Spirit of
unity gives the diverse spiritual presents. I Corinthians 12:12-27
teaches us that the body of Christ is made up of many members, yet
one organism. The inter-dependent body parts and the interrelated
gifts teach us that one affects all and all affect one.

Spiritual gifts are given to individuals for the good of the
body (I Cor. 12:7). If one member does not use his gift or fails to use
it properly, he and the rest of the body will be affected. The
Corinthian church is a prime example of the misuse of spiritual gifts.
The believers at Corinth excelled in the possession of gifts, but they
lacked maturity. The church struggled with envy, strife, and
confusion because of the personal and corporate misuse of gifts (I
Cor. 3 and 14).

The many members of the body of Christ need to understand
the necessity of personal and corporate obedience. Body parts are
connected to each other. Individual members are baptized into the
one body of Christ (I Cor. 12:13). A member is not isolated or

rejected from the body because he is not the same as the other parts
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(I Cor. 12:15, 16). If the body were one big part, it could have only
one function. The church would be the "body part" of Christ, (i.e. the
"eye" of Christ), limited to a single type of ministry (I Cor 12:17).
One member cannot disregard the necessity or importance of other
parts because all are needed to form a body (I Cor. 12:21,25).
Suffering and celebration are experienced by all, when one member
is pained or joyful (I Cor. 12:26). The members are so attached to-
gether by God that we are the body of Christ (I Cor. 12:27),

inseparable except for temporary dismemberment by physical death.

For as we have many members in one body, but all
the members do not have the same function, so we,
being many, are one body in Christ, and individually
members of one another (Rom.12:4 and 5).

The body is a live organism not a club or organization. The
individual member and the whole body are affected by personal or
corporate obedience or disobedience (i.e. prayer or prayerlessness,
worship or idolatry, study or illiteracy, witnessing or silence, joy or
sorrow, health or illness, etc.).

Adam and Eve are not the only examples of private life
affecting the whole congregation. Joshua 7 records the disobedience
of Achan and the curse that came upon Israel because of his sin.
Achan stole some of the forbidden spoils of the conquered city of
Jericho. He hid the goods in the ground of his tent. The army of

Israel lost its next battle at Ai. Joshua prayed to God, and He told
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him about the thief and how to capture him. Achan, his family, his
belongings, and the stolen goods were stoned and burned in the
valley of Achor. The next battle at Ai was won by Israel's army. One
man's disobedience affected an entire nation.

The judgment of a nation can be determined by the ancient

exhortation of God to Israel:

Behold, I set before you today a blessing and a
curse: the blessing, if you obey the commandments
of the Lord your God which I command you today;
and the curse, if you do not obey the commandments
of the Lord your God, but turn aside from the way
which I command you today, to go after other gods
which you have not known (Deut. 11:26 and 28).

A local church can be harmed by one act of disobedience
too. I Corinthians 5 tells of the gross immorality of incest in the
church at Corinth and the congregation's poor attitude about it.

Paul responded to this sin: "Your glorying is not good. Do
you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump (I Cor.

5:6)?" To the Galatian church he wrote:

"You ran well. Who hindered you from obeying the
truth? This persuasion does not come from Him who
calls you. A little leaven leavens the whole lump. I
have confidence in you, in the Lord, that you will
have no other mind; but he who troubles you shall
bear his judgment, who-ever he is (Gal. 5:7-10)."
NKJ
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The disobedience of one member altered the obedience of the
corporate local church. A family can be hindered or broken because
of the disobedience of one member too. Exodus 24:7 reminds us that
our merciful forgiving God is also known for "visiting the iniquity of
the fathers upon the children and the children's children to the third
and the fourth generation." The sin and disobedience of the father
can bring punishment upon the children for several generations. The
influence of disobedience and ungodliness from one family member
can alter the life and obedience of the other members of that home. It
is crucial that household leaders and all family members echo the
words of Joshua, "as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord
(Josh. 24:15b)."

The human race was affected by one act of disobedience. An
entire nation was harmed by one act of disobedience. A local church
was hindered from obedience by a single member's sin. A home is
destroyed or crippled by the disobedience of one family member.
The sin of one person affects those around them. The awful influence
of disobedience in the church is given a hopeful side in the
obedience of an individual member. "For as by one man's
disobedience many were made sinners, so also by one Man's
obedience many will be made righteous (Rom. 5:19)." The one act of

obedience by Jesus on the cross influences and affects the Church.
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The Church responds to God in life and action because of the
obedience of Jesus. We pray, witness, praise, study, meditate, give,
worship, and generally obey (personally and corporately) in response

to His obedience.
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CHAPTER VII
SOME EFFECTS OF OBEDIENCE

Insights -

Obedience has an endless list of effects and applications. Obedience
has its place in all of our relationships. Obedience is for each
moment of our lives. The effects and applications of obedience and
disobedience would take eternity to list and to discuss.

Peggy and I returned to our house after the Sunday evening
showing of "A Thief in the Night." Monday morning I reenacted the
beginning of the film by leaving my razor buzzing in the sink. I went
and hid in the closet. I waited for Peggy's response to my simulated
Rapture disappearance. Finally she sleepily walked into the
bathroom, saw the humming razor and said, "Wade, you dummy!
Come on out. I know you're here!" She truly has the assurance of
eternal life. The effects of obedience are not fully known. They are
too numerous to list, but wonderful to enjoy. Knowing for sure you
have eternal life is a great foundational facet of obedience.

A few of the things that characterize obedience are:

- assurance of eternal life

- pleasing God

- a happy home

- love, joy, peace (fruit of the Spirit)

- a healthy perspective of government
- abstaining from sin

- protection from harms and evils

- needs of life provided

- etc.
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Do you get the picture? The blessings of obedience are
innumerable and eternal. The punishments for disobedience are
innumerable and eternal too. The benefits of obedience are positive
(i.e. love, joy, peace, things listed above, life, etc.).

The wages of disobedience are negative (i.e. discontentment,
brokenness, doubt, hate, criticism, death, etc.).

Obedience in the family is one application of positive
response that shows its effects. "Children obey your parents in the
Lord, for this is right (Eph. 6:1)." Obedient children please their
parents. They have a more peaceful enjoyable relationship, if the
child is given to positive response.

The obedience of a child is not isolated from the divine
design of God for the parents. Parents must be obedient to God for
their part. God is the Inventor of the home. He is the Creator of hus-
bands, wives, and children. Living family God's way is blessed. A
happy home is marked by husbands who love their wives, "just as
Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for it (Eph. 5:25). A
blessed home has a wife that submits herself to her own husband, "as
to the Lord (Eph. 5:22)."

An obedience-filled home is where the husband loves his
wife as Christ love the church, yet, where the wife makes herself
submissive and lovable to her husband. It is a place where a wife
submits to her own husband, yet, where the husband's love helps her

freely and willingly submit to him. It is where children obey their
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parents in the Lord (parents don't impose disobedience on your
children) yet, where folks live without contradiction in such a way
that offspring lovingly and respectfully obey them. "Even a child is
known by his deed (Prov. 20:11)." How much more will God know
and others realize the obedience of the adults in the home.

Let discipline in the home be a matter of the heart. Spanking
(Prov.: 24, 22:15, 23:13,14) correcting, instruction and directing a
child to obey must come from the adult heart to the child's heart.
Show the child how much you enjoy pleasing God by obeying Him.
Help the child to see how your discipline is constructive and forming
them into the image of Christ. Create in them a desire to please God
and to follow Him in obedience. Make obedience pleasant and
rewarding. Disobedience is awful and it hurts. Help them to know
God the Holy Spirit in their hearts as He enables them to obey from
within.

Government is another place where obedience is relevant.
We are told to be in subjection to our governing authorities (Rom.
13:1-7). Paul writing to Titus said, "Remind them to be subject to
rulers and authorities, to obey, to be ready for every good work...
(Titus 3:1)." Realize that we should obey our governmental leaders
from the heart as a part of our spiritual obedience. Using radar
detectors with sole purpose of breaking the law is disobedience. Not
wearing a seat belt is against the law, if only you and God know you

are not buckled up. Seatbelts and speed limits are two ways to
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disciple children into respecting the authority of God as he gave it to
governmental leaders.

Sometimes political leaders misuse their power and
authority. They pass laws which conflict with God's law. Their rules
may contradict the ministry of the Holy Spirit in our conscience.
What is a person, a church, a nation to do about it?

See the response of Peter and the other apostles when they
were imprisoned for teaching Jesus and disobeying the command of

the leaders.

"We ought to obey God rather than men. The God of
our fathers raised up Jesus who you murdered by
hanging on a tree. Him God has exalted to His right
hand to be Prince and Savior, to give repentance to
Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we are His
witnesses to these things, and so also is the Holy
Spirit whom God has given to those who obey Him.
(Acts 5:29-32)."

Following this response, the anger and jealousy of the leaders
compelled them to threaten and to beat the apostles before freeing
them. The apostles rejoiced because they suffered for Jesus' sake.
Their suffering inspired their teaching and preaching of Jesus Christ.
The obedience of the apostles to God rather than man was physically
painful, but spiritually fruitful.

The conflicting points of God's law and man's law should be

lived in obedience to God. It may not be popular or pleasant from
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man's view, but you will have the joy of the Holy Spirit who helped
you to obey.

Look for the place of obedience in all of your relationships.
The family and government are two brief examples of the reality of
effects and applications of obedience. Take the truth of positive
response to school (as teacher or student), to the workplace (as
employer or employee), to the church, to the community, to the

world. Obedience is for every moment of our everyday lives.
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CHAPTER VIII
BEING OBEDIENT

Insight -
Being obedient is a moment by moment adventure. Some guidelines
are given to help discover the joy of obedience.

Seminary days were marked by the usual loads of homework
and limits of finances. My dress shoes and casual shoes were worn
and rugged. Peggy scoped out the sales (she knows that I never pay
full price for clothes). She discovered a promising store which
offered both styles of shoes. She was hopeful that I would buy and
free her from my future display of cracked and faded leather.

I liked both pairs of shoes. I needed both sets of treads. The
shoes and the price fit. The checkbook balance was a little tight.

Finally, I handed the young clerk a quarter. I told him, "You
flip the coin and let it fall on the floor. If it is heads, I'll buy both
pairs. If it is tails, I'll buy one pair." He flipped the coin --- heads.
"T'll take both pair," I said. He handed me my quarter and left to
retrieve the mates for my purchases. Peggy heard him say to his
buddy, "You'll never believe how I just sold two pairs of shoes!"

There is a better way to obey the Lord than the flip of a coin.
We may face some uncertainties in life. God is the God of the clear.
He makes Himself known to us. He will lead us in obedience as we

trust Him in faith. I would chart obedience in this way.
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First, you must have a spiritual birth (John 3:3-8). Without
being born of the Holy Spirit, you are a walking spiritual corpse.
You cannot please God (Rom. 8:8). You cannot receive things of the
Spirit because they are spiritually understood (I Cor. 2:14). Even the
preaching of the cross of Jesus Christ is "foolishness" to the
spiritually unborn (I Cor. 1:18a).

Secondly, obedience is enjoyed by familiarity with the

indwelling Holy Spirit. Realize His presence.

"Or do you not know that your body is the temple of
the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from
God, and you are not your own? For you were
bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body
and in your Spirit, which are God's (I Cor. 6:19,20)."

Recognize His voice. "The Spirit Himself bears witness with
our spirit that we are children of God (Rom. 8:16)." The more keenly
you sense His presence, and the more clearly you identify His voice
of assurance, the greater your experience of obedience. You will
relish in the joy of obedience as God communicates with you.

Thirdly, live out the obedience God calls you to by His
Spirit. The Bible of truth is compatible with the Spirit of truth. Obey
Him in the clear things that you know He wants of you. (If we don't
obey in what we know He tells us to do, why should He reveal to us
and command us in deeper ways?) Obedience is living each moment

as God wants you to in thought, word, and action. Obey Him every
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moment you discern His guidance. Spiritual life will become your
usual everyday existence. Obedience will keep you from sinning, for
"to him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin
(James 4:17)."

Fourthly, continue to yield to the Holy Spirit. Jesus obeyed
unto death, even His death on the cross. We are to obey. God will
fulfill His purpose for your obedience. There is an issue of Spirit-
control versus self-control. Live the life directed by the Spirit. The
joy of this life of obedience is this:

- God, the Creator of the universe communicated a

personal message to me.

- T'understood and received that message.

- He instilled in me a desire to obey His

communication.

- The indwelling Holy Spirit enabled me to obey

Him.

- The results or consequences of my obedience is

secondary.

- Knowing that He communicated and I obeyed is

enough for me.

- A positive result or blessing for my obedience is

an unnecessary bonus.
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In a world that is oriented toward production and success, it
is nice to plant, water, and trust God for the increase (I Cor. 3:6-9).
Obedience does entail action and life. We must rise every morning,
surrender ourselves anew to God, and believe that we will obey Him
every moment of the day. In the evening we may evaluate how we
would have lived the day differently, but we trust that He led us all
the way.

Our spiritual walk is evidence that we are on our way toward
heaven. Obedience is another source of assurance of eternal life. You
cannot settle the issue of heaven without living for Jesus until you
get there. An eternal destiny determined in a moment is confirmed
by a life that pleases God forever. We need to turn over the control
of our head, heart, habits and hormones to the Holy Spirit and obey

Him all the way to heaven.
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CHAPTER IX
WORDS FROM WADE

I pray that this brief glimpse into obedience has been helpful
to you. My hope is that your perspective of obedience has been
transformed. I trust that you will enter into a refreshing life of
obedience to God. These scribblings may not have revealed anything
new to you. Hopefully, they have inspired you to be more obedient. I
believe that renewal and revival would occur without additional
revelations, if we would obey what we already know is true.

All I can say is that I am writing to you in obedience to God.
For years I have been researching and experiencing the richness of
obedience. It is my joy to submit this book to you. No matter what
your response is to this book, I still have the joy of knowing that I
have obeyed God.

In obedience to Him,

Wade
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